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PERTH CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL — PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE REPORT 
188. Mr T.J. HEALY to the Minister for Finance: 
I refer to the decisive action taken by the McGowan Labor government to take control of Perth Children’s Hospital 
to finally have this world-class facility open for children across the state. Can the minister outline to the house 
how this action compares with that of the ministers of the previous Liberal–National government as outlined in 
the bipartisan report of the Public Accounts Committee tabled today? 
Mr B.S. WYATT replied: 
I thank the member for Southern River for the question. I thank all members on the Public Accounts Committee, 
which has delivered “PCH — A Long Waiting Period”. The committee comprises a range of members, but I want 
to acknowledge in particular the chair, the member for Armadale, and the deputy chair, the member for Bateman, 
on their strong, bipartisan, unanimous, all-endorsement report. It went through the behaviour of how the previous 
government managed Perth Children’s Hospital and reflected on the key decision that I think has resulted in the 
hospital now being on track to be opened around practical completion. I want to highlight this point because the 
member for Southern River will recall much debate in this place brought on by members of the opposition around 
the government’s decision to take practical completion of the hospital. There was a lot of conversation around that. 
Yes, there was risk, but leadership was exercised. Ultimately, if we had not done that, we would still be sitting 
here looking at John Holland while the hospital remained nowhere near opening. I highlight a quote from the 
director general of the Department of Health on page 118 of the report — 

‘there is absolutely no way that [the State] would have made the progress we have without practical 
completion,’ and indeed that ‘there is no question we would have been in a far worse position if we had 
delayed granting [practical completion].’ 

What it allowed us to do is highlighted by the director general of Health. It allowed us to undertake the 
orthophosphate treatment; provide the state’s Chief Health Officer with unrestricted access to perform tests; 
identify a way forward for resolving the lead contamination issue; identify and replace noncompliant plumbing 
fixtures; and remediate defects that the managing contractor was unwilling to deal with, including sterilisation and 
construction issues. That really was the key. Ultimately, there had been a stand-off between the state and the 
managing contractor, John Holland, because it would not do any of the testing we wanted it to do, so we had to 
take practical completion to do so. As a result, the findings, led by the member for Armadale and the member for 
Bateman, highlight the importance of practical completion. Admittedly, though, we now await opening to see the 
outcome of that. But I have to say that I was struck by the savage reflection on the former Treasurer and his attitude. 
I note that the former Treasurer and now Leader of the Opposition stated in Parliament, and I quote — 

We were doing more than publicly announcing advice from our respective departments. It proved to be 
wrong in most cases but it was the advice, … 

What his shadow Treasurer said about that is that the responsible ministers — 
… continued accepting overly optimistic forecasts and convey them to the public without challenging the 
veracity of the information they were receiving. 

Ouch, Mr Speaker! I want to make the point that, ultimately, the government took charge, and as a result we are 
on track to open the hospital. I want to tell the house that all the recent samples taken at Perth Children’s Hospital 
passed, with no exceedances at any location or in any single sample. That is the best result we have been able to 
get, and the first time we have been able to say that. But in no way would we be able to say that had we not taken 
practical completion and taken charge of that hospital, in particular under the leadership of the Minister for Health, 
who has copped no end of innuendo and accusation from the opposition around that decision. 
I want to thank the members for Bateman, Armadale and North West Central, and others, for a bipartisan and 
strong report by the Public Accounts Committee, confirming the decisive action of this government, and absolutely 
savaging — 
Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 
Mr B.S. WYATT: I have been waiting for that interjection, and there it is! The report savages the activity of the 
former government, because ultimately there is no minority report, is there, member for Bateman? There is no 
minority report at all. 
Mr D.C. Nalder interjected. 
Mr B.S. WYATT: I can only assume, member for Bateman, that the only minority report is the one involving 
Tom Cruise. I can see you two, sitting next to each other—Arthur and Dash, the precog twins—just waiting and 
foreseeing the outcome for the Leader of the Opposition, and I dare say it is not a particularly good one! 
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